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                       POTENTATEõS MESSAGE 
 

Greetings to all Nobles and Ladies  
 

Circus season has come and gone. Thank you to all Nobles and their ladies who 
helped make the Grand Forks Circus another success. Teamwork makes every-
thing come together! 
I also had the great pleasure of attending the Williston and Minot Shrine Circus out 
west. Karen and I extend a sincere thank you to the excellent hospitality of the two 
clubs. It was great to meet their hard-working, friendly Nobles. We enjoyed how 
each circus runs differently, but in an entertaining setting. If you have never attend-
ed another Shrine Circus, please go and participate. They put on a nice circus. At-
tending other Shrine events is a great way to share ideas and promote brotherly 
camaraderie. 
 

Parade season is upon us. Please remember to be careful. Last year, we lost a 
dear friend in a tragic accident at a parade. Please attend the parades and proudly 
represent Kem Shrine and your units. 
 

The last item I would like to share is about the picture of my family. I am proud of 
my masonic heritage, and it is a great honor to have the privilege to help present 
her 50-year pin for Eastern Star to my Aunt Marcia Mitzel. This picture includes 
past grand master Chad Kainz (my cousin), Past Grand Matron Nancy Kainz (my 
aunt and Chad's Mother). It is uncommon to have a Grand Master, Grand Matron, 

Potentate, and a 50-year member of the 
same family.                                                                                                                              
In closing, June and July are busy months; 
please look at the parade calendar for your 
unit and temple events to participate in. Of 
course, have fun, but be aware and safe of 
your surroundings at the parades. Most of 
all, have a great time with your fellow  
brothers, family, and friends. 
 
Respectfully,  
Tor Bergstrom 
Kem Temple Shrine Potentate 2025 

 

 

 

 

 



          2025 KEM DIVAN  

 Geoff & Michelle Bengtson      Terry Jenson Jr & Michelle       Joey & Jodi Bjornson  

     Bob Prondzinski                 Darrel Schmitz & Julie      Kendrich & Kaylee Krabseth  

    John & Kim Votava            Mark & MaryJo Ramsay               Chris Larson & Sarah        

    2026   2027 2028 

2029  2030 2031

2032 2033 

Potentate Tor Bergstrom                                         

and Lady Karen  

2034 

   Steve & Mary Adams                  Chuck & Barb Hiles                    Ron & Nancy Bergh  

          Treasurer                                      Chief of Staff                                     Recorder 

In 1985 Tor was on the Shrine football team. 

The team visited Shriners Hospital. They 

were each assigned a Shrine patient and 

helped with their physical therapy. Tor had 

a little girl on his back, started to run and 

she told him to go faster. Even though he 

was told by an adult not to run, the little girl 

kept laughing and saying faster. On the way 

home there wasnõt a football player that          

didnõt have tears. Right there he knew. He 

treasured those moments and it made a big 

impact on his life.  



Ш7ŸċƖĬШŸŉШ]ŸƻĲƖŰŸƖƚШ~ċǃШΞΜΞΡШÅĲƓŸƖƣШ 

Ш]ƖĲĲƣŔŰŊƚЯШ ŸĤũĲƚгШ 

ÑőĲШǯƖƚƣШŉŸƨƖШůŸŰƣőƚШŸŉШΞΜΞΡШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣŔŰŊШċƚШƽĲШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƣŸШƽŸƖťШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШŰĲƽШ
ƚƣƖċƣĲŊŔĦШƓũċŰШċŰĬШƽŔƣőШƓŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШċǭŔũŔċƣŔŸŰƚЮШ~ŸƖĲШƣŸШĦŸůĲШŸŰШƣőŔƚвШ 

§ƣőĲƖШŰĲƽƚШŔƣĲůƚШƣŸШĤƖŔŰŊШƣŸШǃŸƨƖШċƣƣĲŰƣŔŸŰШċƖĲШċƚШŉŸũũŸƽƚаШ 

ìĲШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШƖĲŉĲƖƖŔŰŊШƚƓŔŰĲШƓċƣŔĲŰƣƚШƣŸШ9őŔĦċŊŸШƚŔŰĦĲШƣőĲШƖĲƣŔƖĲůĲŰƣШŸŉШ?ƖЮШÂŸũũǃЮШÑőƖŸƨŊőШ
ƓƖŔũШƣőĲƖĲШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШƚŔǂШƖĲŉĲƖƖċũƚЮШ 

ìĲШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƣŸШĦŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣĲШƓũċŰƚШƽŔƣőШ9őŔĦċŊŸШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲƖƚШŉŸƖШċШ9ũĲŉƣШxŔƓШċŰĬШÂċũċƣĲШ9ũŔŰŔĦШƣŸШ
ĤĲШőĲũĬШŔŰШƣőĲШÑƽŔŰШ9ŔƣŔĲƚШŔŰШsƨũǃЮШÑőŔƚШƽŔũũШċũƚŸШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲШƣőĲШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШĤĲŊŔŰШƚƓĲĲĦőШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ƣőĲƖċƓǃШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲƚШƣŸШĤƖŔŰŊШŔŰШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШƓċƣŔĲŰƣƚШƣŸШŸƨƖШÅĲőċĤШ?ĲƓċƖƣůĲŰƣЮШ 

ìĲШőċƻĲШőċĬШΠΣШƚőċƖĲĬШĦċƚĲƚШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШ~ŔĬƽĲƚƣШ~ċƖťĲƣШыÑƽŔŰШ9ŔƣŔĲƚЯШ9őŔĦċŊŸЯШ?ċǃƣŸŰЯШÉƣЮШ
xŸƨŔƚьЮШìŔƣőШŸƨƖШƖĲċƓƓŸŔŰƣůĲŰƣШŸŉШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲƖƚШƣŸШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƓƖċĦƣŔĦŔŰŊШċƣШƣőĲШ9ũŔŰŔĦЯШƽĲШĦċŰШŰŸƽШƖĲŔŰƣƖŸĬƨĦĲШÉƓŸƖƣƚШ~ĲĬŔĦŔŰĲШ
9ũŔŰŔĦƚШŔŰШĦŸũũċĤŸƖċƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőШŸƨƖШxŔůĤШ9ũŔŰŔĦƚЮШ 

ÑőĲШŊĲŰŸůŔĦƚШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШŔƚШƨƓШƣŸШΠΥШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣƚШĲŰƖŸũũĲĬЮШìŔƣőШƣőċƣЯШƽĲШċƖĲШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШƣŸШƽŸƖťШŸŰШƓƖŸƓŸƚċũƚШŉŸƖШƣƽŸШƖĲƣƖŸƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲШ
ƖĲƚĲċƖĦőШƚƣƨĬŔĲƚЮШ§ƨƖШŊŸċũШŔƚШƣŸШőċƻĲШΡΡШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣƚШĤǃШƣőĲШĲŰĬШŸŉШsƨŰĲЮШ 

§ƨƖШŸŰũŔŰĲШĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰċũШƓƖŸŊƖċůƚШŉŸƖШƚĦőŸŸũШŰƨƖƚĲƚЯШƚŸĦŔċũШƽŸƖťĲƖƚЯШĲƣĦЮШы~ŸŰƣőũǃШ~ƨŊƚьШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲƚШƣŸШĤĲШƽĲũũ-ċƣƣĲŰĬĲĬШċƚШ
ƽĲШőċĬШŸƻĲƖШΞΣΜШƖĲŊŔƚƣĲƖĲĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲШ~ċǃШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰƚЮШfŉШǃŸƨШťŰŸƽШŸŉШċŰǃШƚĦőŸŸũШŰƨƖƚĲƚЯШĲƣĦЮШũŸŸťŔŰŊШŉŸƖШŸŰũŔŰĲШĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ƚĲƚƚŔŸŰƚЯШƓũĲċƚĲШĦŸŰƣċĦƣШƣőĲШÑƽŔŰШ9ŔƣŔĲƚШƖĲŊċƖĬŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШƓƖŸŊƖċůгШ 

cƨůċŰШÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШőċƚШċŰŰŸƨŰĦĲĬШƣőċƣШůĲƖŔƣШŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲƚШƽĲƖĲШŔůƓũĲůĲŰƣĲĬШŔŰШ~ċǃЮШ9ċƖůĲŰШ~ŸƖċũĲƚШƽċƚШƻŸƣĲĬШљĲůƓũŸǃĲĲШ
ŸŉШƣőĲШƕƨċƖƣĲƖњЮШ?ƨĲШƣŸШċШƖĲƚŔŊŰċƣŔŸŰЯШƽĲШőċƻĲШċŰШŸƓĲŰШƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖШċШÂőŔũċŰƣőƖŸƓǃШ?ŔƖĲĦƣŸƖЮШìĲШċƖĲШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШŔŰƣĲƖƻŔĲƽŔŰŊШΣШ
ċƓƓũŔĦċŰƣƚЮШ 

[ŔŰċŰĦĲШ-ШċШŉĲƽШƚƣċƣŔƚƣŔĦƚШŸŉШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣШыƣőƖŸƨŊőШ ƓƖŔũьаШÉƨƖŊĲƖǃШŔƚШƨƓШΟΜӖШŉƖŸůШũċƚƣШǃĲċƖШ 
 ĲƣШƓċƣŔĲŰƣШƖĲƻĲŰƨĲШŔƚШƨƓШΣΣӖШŉƖŸůШũċƚƣШǃĲċƖШ 
ÅĲőċĤШƻŔƚŔƣƚШċƖĲШċƣШΦΞΥШƻƚЮШΡΞΜШĤƨĬŊĲƣĲĬШ 

ÑĲũĲőĲċũƣőШƻŔƚŔƣƚШċƖĲШċƣШΠΜШƻƚШΝΣШĤƨĬŊĲƣĲĬШ 
 ĲƽШƓċƣŔĲŰƣШƻŔƚŔƣƚШċƖĲШċƣШΞΞΡШĦŸůƓċƖĲĬШƣŸШΞΞΠШĤƨĬŊĲƣĲĬШ 

ÂőŔũċŰƣőƖŸƓǃШ-ШŰŸƣĲƚШŸŉШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣаШ ŸĤũĲƚШĬŸŰċƣŔŰŊШǃĲċƖ-ƣŸ-ĬċƣĲШŔƚШċƣШΞΞΦЯШƽŔƣőШċŰШċƻĲƖċŊĲШŊŔŉƣШŸŉШҘΝΜΠШ 
ìĲШőċĬШΝΤШÑĲůƓũĲƚШĬŸŰċƣĲЯШƽŔƣőШċŰШċƻĲƖċŊĲШŸŉШҘΞЯΣΣΜШòÑ?Ш 

ÑőĲШŸƻĲƖċũũШŊŸċũШŉŸƖШƓũċŰŰĲĬШċŰĬШůċŢŸƖШŊŔŉƣƚШƽċƚШƖċŔƚĲĬШƣŸШҘΟЮΣΡШůŔũũŔŸŰШŉŸƖШΞΜΞΡШ 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS REPRESENTATIVE SHRINERS CHILDRENõS TWIN CITIES REPORT 



WELCOME NEW SHRINERS 2025                                                 

during January ceremonial  

TATE GOUGHNOUR, JOE ROBERTSON, (TOR)                  

RICK HANNESSON, DEAN BURDETTE  

Thomas Deslauriers                             

Minotõs newest Shriner                   

at the 2025 Circus 

Landon Hanson                        

New Shriner at the 2025 Circus  

John Cooley            Tor       Brayden Drevlow  

    New Shriners at the  2025 Shrine Circus  



2026 Midwest Shrine Association  

The Shriners are coming!                                                                                                                                        

The Shriners are coming to Grand Forks!                                                                                                                

Yes, the MSA will be coming to Grand Forks.                                                                                     

Kem Shrine will have the honor of being the 

host for the MSA in August of 2026.                                                                   

The MSA Committee has been busy planning 

and organizing to get ready. The Alerus Center has been booked and the Canad Inn has been  

reserved as the headquarters hotel.                                                                                                                           

SAVE THE DATE: August 12th through the 15th, 2026.                                                                                            

The MSA Committee is looking for help from Shriners and their Ladies to make this big event a 

success. We need your assistance with planning, organizing and hosting several events. The 

committee has been meeting at the Shrine conference room on the first Wednesday of the 

month at 5:30 pm. If you, your Lady or your Shrine Unit have ideas for the MSA, or you would 

like to help with this monumental project please come to the MSA Committee meeting or con-

tact members of the Divan or the MSA Committee.                                                                                          

Thank you,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Steve Renslow PP, MSA 2026 Director General @ 701-741-3621                                                                          

Dale Duchscherer PP, MSA 2nd Vice President @ 701-741-4381                                                                                                   

Scott Schultz, Deputy Director General @ 218 -791-6466                                                                                                     

Geoff Bengtson, Chief Rabban @ 701-215-3133                                                                                                                 

Steve Adams, Treasurer, Deputy Director General @ 218-791-3960  



MINOT AND WILLISTON                                                                            

SHRINE CIRCUS  

SHRINE PRINCESSõ 

GRAND FORKS KEM BAND  



GALS AT THE CASHIER              

WINDOW ALWAYS MAKE 

IT FUN  

SERIOUS                

DEDICATION 

FROM JEFF! 


